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Icons 


During my recent travels I stayed one night 
in a seminary building used for classroom and 
dormitory purposes. The seminary is one that 
prides itself on its evangelical standing. No 
modernism is evident. The Bible from cover 
to cover is its standard. 


On the first floor of the building was a small 
room, about six by ten. Against one of the 
longer walls was a sort of altar. Above this 
shelf, hanging on the wall, was a large picture 
of Christ. And in front of it was a prie-dieu 
or kneeling cushion. 


Dr. William Childs Robinson, in a recent 
editorial here, was entirely right when he said, 
“It is un-Presbyterian to attach God’s presence 
and power to a particular place or object such 
as an altar or icon. The popular pictures of 
Christ are icons.” 


Not only is this un-Presbyterian. It is un- 
Baptist, un-Protestant, un-Scriptural, and un- 
godly. 


There were also some other visitors at that 
seminary, every one a good evangelical, a Bible- 
believer, and one might even say, a funda- 
mentalist. Yet two of these staunch conserva- 
tives openly denied the verbal inspiration of 
the Scriptures. One of them said that the 
thought was inspired but not the words. 


From a number of such experiences, occur- 
ring in widely separated localities, one may 
conclude that some of the leaders of theological 
conservatism are not so conservative after all. 
They claim to defend the faith against modern- 
ism, higher criticism, and unbelief. But ap- 
parently they do not know what the faith is. 
They have read the second commandment, but 
they do not obey it; they can see what the 
Bible says about itself, but they do not believe 
it. 

However, without further berating these lame 
leaders of evangelicals, we ought to observe the 
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significance of all this for ourselves. Could it 
be that we too do not know what the Bible 
teaches? Have they alone succumbed, while we 
have escaped the secular and un-Christian in- 
fluences of our educational system and, ma- 
terialistic society? ates 

If anyone will take my most urgent advice 
and read some of the fine Puritan and Presby- 
terian literature of the seventeenth century, he 
will, I am sure, conclude that we too know 
all too little of God’s revelation. G.H.C. 





What To Preach: 
An Objective Guide 


The first summer out of Seminary I floun- 
dered around until about Friday of every week 
trying to decide what to preach. That only left 
about forty-eight hours to prepare the message. 
A few years ago, Dr. W. M. Anderson of Dallas 
suggested a through the Bible course of preach- 
ing. This plan caught on like wildfire 
perhaps because too many of our ministers were 
in the same boat I was in as a_ theological 
student. 


These two illustrations bring out the need 
for some objective guide for each minister to 
find for himself as to what to preach. Each 
one of us has his hobbies and eccentricities. 
If the guide is purely subjective we shall run 
into our own ruts or if you like the 
figure better, on our own pet rails. 


There are a number of objective suggestions 
that have been used and may be used. To 
some extent most of our Pastors use the Church 
year, that is, Christmas, Easter, Pentecost. Some 
denominations have the Church Year arranged 
with selected pericopes from the Gospels and 
the Epistles for each Sunday in the year. | 
have no wish to see such a plan made manda- 
tory, but many of our ministers might find 
such a suggested objective program a way of 
presenting a richer and more varied program 
in their preaching. Under this scheme half of 
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the year is called the semester of the Lord 
(from Advent through Trinity), and the other 
half the semester of the Church. 


Zwingli began the Reformation in Zurich by 
preaching straight through a book of the Bible, 
and Calvin followed in Geneva. There are 
many advantages of such a plan. It gives cumu- 
lative force and holds interest. It turns the 
attention away from the opinions of the pastor 
to the Word of God. It brings in touchy ques- 
tions naturally. For example, if one preaches 
through Matthew he comes at a regular place 
to the matter of divorce and touches on it 
without preaching against a particular divorce 
in the congregation. 


The Larger Catechism of the Westminster 
Divines was prepared for use in preaching. I 
have found the regularly used exposition of 
the Shorter Catechism a fine way of stimulat- 
ing attendance at the evening service. In this 
way the congregation is taken through our un- 
derstanding of the faith and duty laid down 
in God’s word. In effect this is a study of the 
Apostles’ Creed, the Ten Commandments and 
the Lord’s Prayer. Of course, each of the above 
can be and often is used for a series. I under- 
stand that in the Christian Reformed Church, 
each pastor is required to preach once a week 
on the Heidelberg Catechism. There is no pur- 
pose in this article to make a law, but to invite 
the brethren each to find for himself a wise 
objective guide for preaching. 


Some find the several incidents in Acts a 
good series. Others like to go through the 
miracles or the parables in the Gospels. <A 
series on selected psalms is most helpful to 
the problems of the soul. Paul has a series of 
pravers. The words to the seven churches in 
\sia Minor would search any congregation. In 
every program or lack of program — may 
our preaching be true to God’s way of revealing 
Himself to sinners, namely, His coming to us 
in the Incarnation and Crucifixion and Resur- 
rection and Intercession of Christ brought home 
to our hearts by the Holy Spirit. W.C.LR. 
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“Tl hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ si 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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A Basis of Judgment 


After the regular evening service three min- 
isters stood at the back of the church talking 
about an evangelist who had been advertized 
as about to come to town. This evangelist made 
a specialty of divine healing, and one of the 
three ministers wondered whether there was 
anything to it. On a previous occasion he had 
attended such a service and had come away 
perplexed. 


The second minister, a serious man of sober 
judgment, replied that although he was not 
a Pentecostal like this evangelist, his more 
formal denomination also included a man who 
thought well of divine healing. Therefore he 
could not condemn divine healing merely on 
the basis that the Pentecostals were noisy and 
disorderly. Yet, after some consideration, he 
had come to condemn it. 


The basis of his condemnation was that the 
preaching and practice of divine healing tends 
to divide the church. Some people are instantly 
repelled, and others are attracted. Thus the 
church is split into two factions, and therefore 
divine healing should be frowned upon. 


The purpose in recounting this conversa- 
tion is not to open a discussion on divine heal- 
ing. There is a much more fundamental point 
at issue. It is this: on what basis can we prop- 
erly judge something to be good or bad for 
the church? In this age of the disintegrating 
atom there is a great tendency toward collec- 
tivism. Governments are becoming more social- 
istic, and churches are becoming ecumenical. 
\nything divisive, anything that impedes unity, 
any individualism attracts the frowns and sus- 
picions of the multitudes. 


For this reason there is an urge not only 
to unite churches of similar polity, but to unite 
all Protestantism, to unite with the Greek 
Catholics, to unite all Christendom, and in 
fact to unite all religions. Therefore doctrinal 
unity, a different type of unity, the kind of 
unity the Bible stresses, is disowned. The teach- 
ing of Christ that in the world the tares and 
the wheat must grow together until the angels 
harvest them is transferred from its worldly 
reference and inserted into the sphere of the 
church, from which it is concluded that the 
church has no authority to maintain standards 
of sound doctrine. Thus bad exegesis serves un- 
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scriptural principles and the divine commands 
concerning ecclesiastical discipline are ignored. 


But why should we choose organizational 
unity as the basis for judging divine healing 
or anything else. God has given us very clear 
principles for judging all things. For the 
Scripture is inspired throughout, and it is 
profitable for doctrine and correction; and by 
attending to the words of the Lord the man 
of God may be furnished completely unto every 
good work. 


The erring church needs to be recalled to 
the position of testing all things by God’s reve- 
lation. G.H.C. 





The Finality of the 
Christian Faith 


Hebrews 1 


Is the Christian faith final? This is a prac- 
tical and timely question in the light of modern 
liberalism, and the tendency of many to place 
Christianity alongside other religions, asserting 
that each is good in its place, and for its fol- 
lowers. 


This tendency to me is sin, and disloyalty 
to our Saviour and Lord, who claimed, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Mod- 
ernists, who claim that Christianity is one among 
many, forget to their peril that Jesus was cruci- 
fied not because He claimed to be God, but 
because He claimed to be the only God, and 
claimed exclusive worship. Had He been will- 
ing to assume a place of equality among other 
religious leaders, and for Christianity to take 
its place among the comparative religions of 
the world, there would have been no cross. 


True Christians must believe in the “Finality 
of the Christian Faith” for at least four reasons. 
First, because Christ is God's last word to man. 
The Bible, our only infallible rule of faith and 
practice, teaches that God, “who at sundry times 
and in divers manners, spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by His Son.” (Hebrews 


1:1&2.) 


In the parable of the Wicked Husbandmen in 
Mark 12, we are reminded of the fact that 
after the people had beaten, and stoned, and 
killed God’s messengers, He sent His one Son, 
His wellbeloved saying, “They will reverence 
My Son.” Jesus, is indeed, God’s last appeal. 

We must ever remember that Christianity is 
Christ, not some moral code, and set of laws, 


as good as these may be in their place. What 
think ve of Christ is, and always will be, man’s 
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supreme question. The greatest drag on Chris 
tianity today is a diluted message, which is 
“unsound, unscientific, and a juggling of the 
facts.” 


We believe in the finality of the Christian 
Faith in the second place, because in Christ 
we have One who identifies Himself with man 
at the level of his most crucial needs. These 
needs evolve around the fear of death, the fea 
of suffering, and the fear of the consequences 
of sin. But Christ tastes death for every be- 
liever, gives new meaning to suffering in His 
vicarious death, promises the forgiveness of sin 
under His conditions, and promises eternal life. 


A Scotchman put it this way. I need light, 
forgiveness, and humility. Christ as my prophet 
sheds light upon my way, as priest He brings 
forgiveness to my burdened heart, and as King 
He rules and reigns in my heart in such a way 
that humility replaces pride. What a Saviour? 


In the third place we believe in the finality 
of the Christian Faith because it offers free 
and unrestricted access to God. The invitation 
in Hebrews 10:19 is, “Come boldly into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus Christ.” At the 
death of Jesus the veil in the Temple was rent 
in twain. What a contrast to the teachings of 
pagan religions? What progress from the days 
of Moses when only the High Priest could enter 
the holy of holies, and that only once each year. 


It is from passages such as this that the 
great Protestant Doctrine of the “priesthood 
of believers” comes. No intermediary is needed. 
The believer has the privilege, and responsibil- 
ity, of direct access to God in praver. No law, 
or fiat of a court, or threat of a dictator, can 
block the channel. 


And, finally, we believe in the finality of the 
Christian Faith because it works, it effects that 
which it promises. Men and women who sur- 
render to Him are made into the stature of 
the fullness of Christ. “Therefore, if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away: behold, all things are become 
new.” The immoral has clean hands and a 
pure heart. The proud become humble. The 
dishonest speaketh the truth in his heart. The 
sinner becomes the saint. 


In Hebrews 11 we have the “Hall of Fame” 
of those who were changed by the message. The 
list is only partial, and if it had been written 
later, or today, it could have been lengthened 
greatly. Yes, the supreme accomplishment of 
the Christian Faith is that it takes the man who 
has lost the image of God through sin, and 
restores that image. Paradise lost is regained 
through this faith. 


With the saints of all ages let us hold to the 
“Finality of the Christian Faith.” C.G.M. 
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NCC’s Radio “Purge” 


Every week brings new evidence of the deter- 
mination of the National Council of Churches’ 
Broadcasting and Film Commission to eliminate 
paid religious broadcasting from our radio and 
television stations. 


As promised in the Commission’s annual meet- 
ing last spring they are working through their 
“constituent communions, councils of churches 
and councils of church women” and are bring- 
ing direct pressures to bear on “officers of 
networks and individual radio and _ television 
stations, members of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, members of the appropriate 
committees of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives of the USA, religious com- 
munions and the general public” (see Glen- 
wood Blackmore’s article, “Shall the NCC Con- 
trol Religious Broadcasting?” Action, July 1). 


Should they be successful in their purposes 
they will eliminate most of the definitely evan- 
gelical, biblical radio and television broadcast- 


ing in the USA. 


We give just one example of how their cam- 
paign of propaganda is being carried on: The 
Ohio Council of Churches, under the guise of 
a special radio-television survey, has contacted 
every radio station in Ohio recommending 
“More use of programs released through the 
National Council of Churches’ and warning 
them against giving “a disportionate amount of 
time to a type of commercial religious 
programming which does not reflect either the 
theology or ‘the worship practices of the main 
hody of the American people.” 


Anyone who has kept abreast of the NCC’s 
views and practices regarding religious broad- 
casting knows that this is just another way of 
saying, “The NCC represents all legitimate 
Protestant broadcasting in the USA and that 
the time has come to purge the airwaves of 
all evangelicals who buy time.” The Ohio Coun- 
cil of Churches is probably the first to make 
clear that the crucial issue is Christian doctrine. 
The “liberal’’ leaders of the NCC are willing 
to grant a few evangelicals time to broadcast 
the Gospel, but they want the great bulk of 
the time for liberal programs. 


Evangelicals need to make it clear to all con- 
cerned that liberal Protestantism is in the 
minority in the USA. There are 21,000,000 
\merican Protestants who steadfastly refuse to 
join the National Council of Churches. Most 
of these people are evangelical in doctrine. 
There are at least another 10,000,000 unvoiced 
evangelicals in the denominations holding mem- 
bership in the Council. This vast radio-television 
audience of evangelicals can be adequately served 
only through programs outside the aegis of the 
liberal-controlled Councils. 
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A great responsibility rests upon the National 
Religious Broadcasters, Inc., (the radio arm of 
the National Association of Evangelicals) to 
counter this NCC propaganda and keep the 
airwaves free for the broadcasting of the “faith 
once for all delivered to the saints.” Further- 
more, it behooves all evangelical radio-television 
broadcasters to join the NRB and help plan and 
finance an effective strategy. 


The millions of evangelicals who want to 
hear the Gospel over the air should pray and 
write and talk to this end. The ever-faithful 
God will honor every worthy endeavor in His 
name.—United Evangelical Action. 


“Missions Now and Always,” 


Declares the Bible 


By George S. Lauderdale 


Proof abounds in every passage that the Bible 
is a missionary book. God has not given His 
Word to a select group, but to all men. For 
example, the lengthy sections forbidding image- 
worship give the missionary to pagan peoples 
many texts to expound. If idolators do not 
see these truths and repent, they will perish 
forever in the fires of hell! 


There are biographies of great men in the 
Bible. What relation have they to our task 
of preaching Christ to every creature? Mission- 
aries must be mighty men, faithful, calm under 
attack, unmoved by tension and stress to do 
or say rash things. Let the lives of David, Moses, 
Paul, and others be carefully studied; the Holy 
Spirit would use such to show us how to get 
things done for God the way He wants. 


What is the message of the whole Bible? 
God’s love for lost mankind, told only in the 
Bible, is the basis of missions; the duty of 
man to love God with all his heart and his 
neighbor as himself obligates us to obey Christ 
and send forth His gospel. This love of God 
is poured into our hearts by the Holy Ghost, 
given to all who believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


LEARNING TO LOVE 


Books of the Bible such as Genesis and Ruth, 
and passages such as Malachi 2:11-16 and 
Ephesians 5:22-6:9, describe God’s ideal for 
home life and must be practiced by Christian 
parents Lo raise up missionaries for the future. 
If we do not love one another at home, we will 
not love those awav from home. 


The numerous promises of the Bible are given 
to encourage us in these last days to evangelize 
the nations before the return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The fearful warnings show Christians 
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that we must not fail to do God’s will for ow 
own sakes as well as the heathen’s. La 


i 


Much of the Word deals with stewardship, 
which is applicable now because there js 
enough money in church members’ pocketbooks 
and bank accounts to finance necessary mission 
expenditures. 


CHRIST'S MISSION WORK CONTINUES 


Che Lord Jesus Christ was a missionary, leav- |7 
ing His heavenly home to save sinners in this 
hostile land. How He must have been tempted 
to go home again and sidestep the cross! Christ 
also trained others to be missionaries, com- 
manding all His disciples, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Mark 16:15. 


The books of the New Testament which fol- 
low the gospels, (the gospels tell of the mis- 
sionary labors of our Saviour), show that God 
marvelously blessed the preaching of the Word 
to Gentiles. Is not a human father pleased when 
his children obey him? If you would do some- 
thing to rejoice God’s heart, seek to win the 
lost on a large scale: be a missionary to those 
areas of the globe where thousands of men are 
dying daily who have never heard the name of 
Jesus. 


ETERNAL LABORS TO GLORIFY GOD 


Because the missionary churches established 
by the Spirit-led apostles needed instruction, and 
since God continues loving men after they be- 
lieve on His Son, the Spirit inspired the New 
restament letters. That God can save sinners 
is the basic theme of the letters; this gospel of 
hope is needed now by defeated, dejected sin- 
ners everywhere. 


Many wicked forces missions, but 
God’s plan will be carried out on earth. “The 
gospel must first be published among all na- 
tions” (Mark 13:10) before Christ returns to 
destroy the man of sin. 


Oppose 


And listen, sinners saved by the preaching of 
the Word have a mission not only in the world 
but also in heaven! “God, who is rich in mercy 

when we were dead in sins, hath quick- 
ened us together with Christ hath raised 
us up together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew 
the exceeding riches of his grace, in His kind- 
ness toward us, through Christ Jesus.” Ephe- 


ae ©. wi 
sians 2:4-7 
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A Basket of Fruit 


| The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23) 


The Fruit of the Spirit is 
Meekness (Humility) 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth. True humility — not the false kind, 
so well illustrated in Uriah Heep — is a mar- 
velous Grace. I was looking over the life of 
Robert E. Lee, that greatest of American sol- 
diers, and I was struck by the meekness of 
that great man. 


I wish to illustrate ‘““Meekness” by three great 
men, One more than man. Meekness is not 
weakness. These men were not Jellyfish; they 
were Giants. 

I. Three Great Persons in the Bible. 

1. Moses: 

It is hard to estimate his greatness, for it 
was many-sided. 


The Meekness of Moses. 


His Character was great; he made a magnifi- 
cent choice. 

His Work, as leader of his people in their 
deliverance from Egypt, and their journey 
through the wilderness. 


His Nearness to God makes him one of the 
greatest of men. 


His writings and speeches; as the author under 
God of the Pentateuch. 


He was chosen as one of two men to be with 
Christ when He was transfigured. 


Now this man Moses was the meekest 


on earth. 


man 


2. Paul, the Apostle: The meekness of Paul. 


Here we meet another great man; I think the 
greatest mere man who ever lived. 


Let us think of his spectacular Conversion. 


His Three Missionary Journeys, and all that 
they meant to the world. 

His Sufferings for the sake of Christ; read 
If Corinthians 11. 


The churches he founded, and the Letters he 
wrote. 


Note his genuine Humility; least of all saints; 
not meet to be called an apostle; not as though 
I had already attained I follow after 

Servant (slave). 

3. The Lord Jesus Christ; more than man; 

the Son of God. 


The Greatest Teacher; the Greatest Preacher; 
the Greatest Doctor; the Greatest Sufferer. 


The Man upon whose Head must be placed 
“many crowns”; the crown of Perfect Manhood; 
the crown of Infinite Wisdom; the crown of 
Almighty Power; the crown of Loving Com- 
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passion; the crown of Vicarious Suffering; the 
crown of Universal Dominion. 


Read Paul’s description of the mind which 
was in Christ, in Philippians: 2:5-11. 
Look at Him as He takes the towel and 


washes the feet of the disciples. 


Listen to His words: Come tome ... I 


am meek and lowly. 
Il. Our Meekness, or Humility. 


l. In our attitude toward God; do we have 
humble and contrite hearts? 
When we see our frailty and His Majesty 
and Power. 


Our Sinfulness and His Holiness. 


2. In our attitude toward other men. 
Let each esteem other better than them- 
selves. 


In our willingness to serve; Gird yourselves 
with humility, to serve one another, says 
Peter. Was he thinking of that night 
in the upper room? 


3. In our attitude toward ourselves; not to 
think more highly. 
In our attainments and Christian graces. 
In our work for Him. 
God has a great promise for the meek; the 


meek will He guide in judgment, and the meek 
will He teach His way. 

Only one way to have such Humility; The 
fruit of the Spirit is meekness. 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, December 23, Isaiah 7:10-14. The 
combined forces of Syria and Ephraim, the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel, made an attack 
on Judah, the Southern Kingdom of Israel 
(vv.1,4-6). Notice the figure in v.2 that de- 
scribes the terror that resulted in Jerusalem. 
God, however, instructed Isaiah to tell Ahaz, 
the King of Judah, that Jerusalem would not 
fall (vv.3-5,7-8) . Isaiah challenged Ahaz to 
look to God in faith and ask for a miraculous 


evidence of God’s protection (v.10). Ahaz dis- 
dainfully refused (v.12). A sign was given, 
but not concerning Ahaz (vv.13-14) — a proph- 


ecy was made of the miraculous birth of the 
coming Messiah (v.14). Sometimes when the 
Christian is in real trouble and refuses to look 
to God for help, he misses the opportunity to 
see God’s miraculous hand at work in His life. 


Monday, December 24, Luke 2:1-20. If pos- 
sible use a modern translation in reading to- 
day’s passage to capture the drama of what 
occurred. Picture the commonplace circum- 
stances of the birth of Jesus (vv.1-7). Picture 
the glory of the revelation of the angels to 
the shepherds (vv.8-14). What would be your 
reaction to such a manifestation (vv.9-10) ? The 
sight of vv.13-14 is something no mortal will 
again see this side of the grave. Imagine what 
the announcement of the Messiah’s coming 
must have meant to these Jewish shepherds 
(vv.11,16-20). What would His coming mean 
to the world (vv.10,14)? Thus the greatest 
news in the world was of an event that occurred 
in a stable. Can you imagine God’s doing 
something great through the little circumstances 
of your life? 


Tuesday, December 25, Matthew 2:1-12. No- 
tice the methods Herod used to attempt to 
destroy the new king at his birth. How did 
he use the worship of sincere men for his own 
purposes (vv.7-8) ? How did he pervert the Word 
of God to his own use (vv.3-6)? Observe how 
clearly and plainly God directed those who 
were sincerely seeking His Son (vv.2,9). Notice 
how easily God thwarted Herod’s efforts (vv.12- 
13). Herod, for all his cunning, reacted with 
cruel, immature judgment when he was thwart- 
ed (v.16). Satan often uses these same methods 
to try to destroy the Christian: pretending to 
be an angel of light (vv.7-8) ; twisting Scripture 
to evil ends (vv.3-6); outright opposition 
(v.16). However, in the power of God the 
Christian can be victorious (Ephesians 6:11-16) . 


Wednesday, December 26, Philippians 2:1-11. 
The deep humility of Christ sets the example 
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for the Christian’s behavior. Christ’s humility 
consisted in the fact that, though He was equal |F 
with God (v.6), He willingly gave up this re. 7 
lationship and became an absolute slave to 
the will of the Father (v.7). This involved 


death — on a cross (v.8). So Paul says that 
Christians, though equal with each _ other, 
should become servants of one _ another 
(vv.3-5). This can happen only as God’s grace | 


is present (vv.1,5,13) and Jesus Christ is hon- 
ored and worshipped as the head of the group 
(vv.9-11). Do you regard Christ as the supreme 
Ruler of your life? Are you willing to give honor 
as a servant to other Christians in your church 


(vv.2-4) ? 


Thursday, December 27, Matthew 1:18-25. 
Proof of the virgin birth of Christ comes in 
the natural reactions of the people to whom | 
it was revealed. When the angel, Gabriel, an- | 
nounced to Mary that she was to have a child, 
she did not understand how it was possible 
since she was unmarried and a pure woman 
(Luke 1:34). What explanation did the angel 
give (Luke 1:35)? What was Joseph’s reaction 
when Mary was found to be with child (Mat- 
thew 1:18-19) ? What did he assume about 
the nature of Mary’s pregnancy? What ex- 
planation was given Joseph by God (1:20)? 
The virgin birth of Christ was the direct ful- 
fillment of Old Testament prophecy (1:23). 
Is the virgin birth merely an essential dogma 
of the Church to you, or is it a meaningful 
truth about the Person of Christ? 


Friday, December 28, II Timothy 1:7-10. 
Paul had reached the end of his ministry (4:6-8) 
and was encouraging Timothy to continue the 
work he had begun (1:13; 2:1-2) Paul was 
well aware of Timothy's own spiritual back- 
ground (v.5) and his sincere faith (v.5). <A 
deep bond of love had developed between them 
(vv.2-4) . However, Paul was also mindful 
of certain weaknesses in Timothy that might 
impair the work (vv.6-7). Hence Paul encour- 
aged him to a bold witness (v.8) and a preser- 
vation of the truths of the faith (vv.13-14) 
Timothy’s work was to be done in the strength 
which God supplied (vv.8b,9,14). The value 
of any work you may do, no matter how worth- 
while, will be greatly curtailed if you do not 
make adequate provision for its continuance 
when you take up some other task. 


Saturday, December 29, Luke 2:25-35. The 
news of the Messiah’s coming was not announced 
by God to the religious leaders of the land, but 
to foreigners (Matthew 2), common shepherds 
(vv.8-14) and an old man and woman wor- 
shipping in the temple (vv.25-38). What kind 
of man was Simeon (vv.25-32)? What was 
his interest in the Messiah’s coming (vv.25-26, 
29-30)? Observe that Simeon knew the Mes- 


siah’s message would also go to the Gentiles 
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(vv.31-32), a thought quite repugnant to most 
Jews. How must Simeon have differed from 
most of the people in this concept of a Messiah? 
The Scribes and Pharisees made no effort to 


go to Bethlehem when the wise men came 
(Matthew 2:1-6). Do you think God would 
have revealed to you the coming of His Messiah 
if you had lived when Jesus was born? 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Word Became Flesh 


Background Scripture: John 1:1-18; Luke 2:1-20 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 


In our Devotional Reading we have a series of “Great Things.” 


First, there is a “Great Light”: 


the light of the world; also, Ye are the light of 
the world. This “Great Light’ has been spread- 
ing and shining ever since Jesus came into the 
world. 


Second, there is “Great Joy” : the joy of har- 
vest; the joy of those who divide the spoil. ‘The 
Psalmist said, (Psalm 126:5), He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed (seed 
for sowing), shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. Jesus 
came sowing precious seed as He taught and 
preached; sowing still more precious seed, as 
He laid down His life for men; Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die it abideth 
alone : but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit. (John 12:24). The joy of harvest, and 
the joy of victory. 


Third, there is a “Great Victory.” Jesus came 
to set men free. He came to destroy the works 
of the devil. The Jews were often in bondage, 
in spite of their boastful words, “We have 
never been in bondage to any man.” The worst 
form of slavery is slavery to sin; Whosoever 
commits sin is a servant, (slave) of sin. If 
the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed. Jesus breaks the yoke of the oppressor, 
Satan, and sets men free. 


Fourth, there is a “Great Child.” His Name 
is Great. A whole series of sermons can be 
preached on the names of Jesus as given here. 
His Name, or Names, reveal His character. His 
Name shall be called Wonderful. Everything 
about Him is wonderful; the wonder of His 
Cradle; the wonder of His Cross; the wonder 
of His Crown. He is the Wonderful Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father; the 
Prince of Peace. His Government is Great. His 
kingdom will be universal and everlasting. It 
will be marked by Peace, Justice, and Right- 
eousness. 
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The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light. The 
whole world was lost in the darkness of sin; the Light of the world is Jesus. 


Jesus said, I am 





This beautiful prophecy of Isaiah forms a 
most fitting and splendid introduction to our 
lesson on “The Word Becomes Flesh.” 


I. The Record of John: John 1:1-18. 
l. As to the Deity of Christ: 1-5. 


It is interesting to note that in Matthew's 
Gospel, written especially for the Jews, the an- 
cestry of our Lord is traced back to Abraham, 
the founder of the Jewish nation; in Luke, 
written with the Greek in mind probably, His 
ancestry is traced back to Adam; while in John, 
written with the view of Jesus as the Son of 
God, it is traced back to “In the beginning.” 
(He is the Son of God, of course, in all the 
gospels). John wrote, as he tells us in 20:31, 
that ye may believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, and that believing, ye might have 
life through His name. He is the Son of Abra- 
ham, the Son of Adam, the Son of God. 


The very first verse of John’s Gospel settles 
the whole question of the deity of Christ. It 
is a simple clear statement of a great fact; The 
Word was God. In our Confession of Faith it 
is stated thus: The Son of God, the second Per- 
son in the Trinity, being very and eternal God, 
of one substance, and equal with the Father. 
He was very God of very God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. 


He is Creator. In Genesis we read that in 
the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. We also read that the Spirit moved 
upon the face of the waters. All three Persons 
of the Godhead had a part in Creation. What 
One does, all do. We see this especially in 
the creation of man. God said, Let us make 
man in our image. 
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In Him was life : and the life was the light 
of men. His life revealed to men the truths 
they needed to know. In Him they saw God. 
In Him they also saw the Ideal Man. He was 
indeed a burning and a shining Light; the Light 
that Isaiah spoke of in his prophecy. The dark- 
ness apprehended it not. Very few came to the 
light. Jesus explained it in John 3:19 : And 
this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. Turn 
up a stone in a field and all the ugly bugs and 
worms will run for cover : they love darkness. 
So it is with men. 


2. As to the Witness of John the Baptist: 
6-8; 15; 19-36. 


John the Baptist came to prepare the way. 
He was a great preacher. He pointed men to 
Christ. His mission was to get men to repent 
and turn from their sins. When questioned 
by the priests and Levites from Jerusalem, ask- 
ing, Who art thou? He confessed and denied 
not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. When 
further questioned, he said, I am the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, etc. His special 
witnessing to Christ, as we see later on in the 
chapter, is in these repeated words; Behold the 
Lamb of God. His testimony caused Andrew 
and John and others to follow Christ. 


3. As to His Reception in the World: 9-14. 


The world which He created did not know 
Him when He came to visit it. This is still 
the case after all these years of Gospel preach- 
ing. The world is busy with its own affairs; 
politics and business and pleasure and crime 
and war, It has no place or time for Him. 
Great false religions hold sway over the minds 
and souls of the majority of mankind. 


Far worse than the coldness and indifference 
and hostility of the world, was the attitude of 
His own people, the Jews, the nation that had 
the Revelation and the Promises and the Proph- 
ets. The Jews as a whole rejected Him and 
put Him to death. They even went further 
in their hatred than the heathen world. Pilate 
would have released Him but for the cries of 
the Jewish leaders, Crucify Him. Dr. Gordon 
paraphrases this scene by saying, He came to 
His own home. It was warm and comfortable 
inside, but they shut the door and left Him 
out in the cold dark night. (This is not a 
direct quotation, but something like it, as I 
remember.) 


There is a silver lining to the dark cloud. 
There were some who did receive Him. To 
them He gave the power (the right) to become 
the sons of God. These are the “TIwice-Born 
Men,” born not of blood, nor of the will of 
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the flesh, nor of the will of men, but of God. 
They saw Him, the Word made flesh, and beheld 
His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 


4. As to His Revelation, or Mission; 
A Revelation of God, of grace and truth. 


The Law was given by Moses. It was holy, 
and just, and good. There is something greater 
than Law, however; it is Grace. Jesus was full 
of Grace and Truth. Truth and Grace form 
a marvelous combination. Jesus spoke the truth. 
Because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not, 
He told the Jews. Is not this the sad experi- 
ence of many of God’s messengers? Men will 
believe a lie quicker than the truth. The final 
victory, however, will be the victory of truth 
and grace. Jesus came also to reveal God to me: 
the only begotten Son reveals Him. He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father, said Jesus, 
to Philip, in the upper room. We have two 
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reasons for Jesus’ coming; to reveal God, and 
to reveal grace and truth. 


In the balance of the chapter we have an- 
other reason. John the Baptist gives that reason 
when he cries out, Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world. The 
angel gave the same reason to Mary; Thou 
shalt call His name Jesus for he shall save 
his people from their sins. He came to take 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. His Mis- 
sion was two-fold; Revelation and Redemption. 


5. The Record of Luke: Luke 2:1-20. 

This is the account of the birth of Jesus 
which we nearly always read in our Christmas 
Programs. It is simple, beautiful, familiar to all. 


Notice how earthly rulers carry out the plan 
of God without being aware of what they do. 
When Caesar Augustus sent out the decree that 
all the world should be enrolled (with the idea 
of taxation in mind), he was getting the stage 
set for a minute fulfillment of prophecy. The 
prophet had said, (see Matthew 2:6, and Micah 
5:2) “And thou Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah,” etc. So Mary and Joseph went up from 
Nazareth to enroll, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David. While there, Jesus was 
born and the prophecy fulfilled. The rulers of 
this world are but the servants of the Ruler of 
the universe: He does as He will with them. 


A crowded inn; a stable; a manger; a Baby. 
Chis is the scene which has captured the hearts 
of all men. Artists, poets, and musicians have 
vied with each other as they have tried to tell 
in their own way the Bethlehem story. What 
would we do without our Christmas Carols, or 
such hymns as Holy Night, and O Little Town 
of Bethlehem. God uses the little things to 
shout His praises. 


Then, the shepherds keeping watch over their 
flock by night. What could be more fitting 
or more beautiful? The Babe in Bethlehem is 
to be the Shepherd of Israel, the Good Shepherd, 
the Great Shepherd of the sheep. It is natural 
that His birth should be announced to the 
lowly shepherds. They were ready to listen to 
the message from the skies. If it had been 
announced to Herod on his throne, we know 
what he would have done. If it had been given 
to the rulers of the Jews, we can easily imagine 
their coldness and envy. The shepherds were 
simple folk, ready to hear and see and go and 
tell what they had seen. 


“Glory to God in the highest.” There are 
many things which bring glory to God, but this 
will be the most amazing of all. 


“On earth peace.” 
this war-torn world? 
these words. 


Will peace ever come to 
The answer is found in 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 23 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





“© Peace On Earth” 


Hymns: “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” 
“Angels From The Realms Of Glory” 
“O Come, Let Us Adore Him” 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” 


Scripture: Luke 2:8-20. 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


A skeptical person might question the prom- 
ise of peace which the angels made when Christ 
was born. He might ask, “Where is the peace 
which they promised?” There was a kind of 
peace over the world at the time of Christ’s 
birth, but it was not very acceptable. It was 
a peace which was endured by enslaved people 
who were not able to throw off the yoke of 
their Roman masters. It was not a real peace. 


There was no peace in the life of our Lord 
after He entered upon His public ministry, 
except the peace in His own heart. His enemies 
never relaxed their efforts until He was hanging 
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on the cross. His ministry was a time of con- 
flict and not of peace. Is it possible that the 
angels were mistaken? 


The history of the whole world from that 
time until this has been a succession of wars. 
Even at times when there is no major display 
of armed hostility, such as the present, the peace 
is so uneasy that it hardly deserves the name. 
We can be thankful any time that people are 
not actually killing each other, but we are 
always wishing and hoping for a real peace on 
earth. We cannot believe that the angels were 
wrong in announcing peace when Jesus was 
born, but what did they mean in the light of 
all the conflict which has prevailed since that 
time? 


First Speaker: 

To understand this problem we must know 
its real nature. What is the cause of all the 
conflict which we know, and what is the nature 
of true peace? The basic conflict in all the 
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world is the conflict of evil against God. Real 
peace comes when this basic conflict is settled. 
Any satisfactory peace on earth must be based 
on peace with God. This applies on the per- 
sonal, the social, and the international plane. 


Since sin is opposed to God, people who are 
sinners are themselves the enemies of God. They 
can have no peace in their lives until the enmity 
against God is overcome. Sin must be con- 
quered and sinners must be changed before 
there can be any real peace. Sin is the enemy 
of God and the enemy of peace. Do something 
about sin, and peace is possible. 


Second Speaker: 


The angels’ promise of peace was not a vain 
one, because God did do something about sin 
when His Son Jesus Christ was born into the 
world. The coming of Christ, therefore, estab- 
lished a basis for real peace. When Christ was 
born, God came into the life of the world in 
a very real way. People no longer had to won- 
der what God was like. They could look at 
Jesus and see God. Christ said, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father.” It is only when 
we behold God in all His righteousness and 
love that we see ourselves as we really are. We 
have to know God before we can know ourselves 
and our sinfulness. We need to have a vision 
of God in order to appreciate the conflict of 
our sinfulness with His righteousness. Seeing 
God in Christ enables us to view the whole scene 
of peace and conflict from a true perspective. 
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Third Speaker: 

Christ not only reveals our sin, He destroys 
it. Christ is rightly called the Prince of Peace 
and the giver of peace, because He brought 
the enemy of peace out into the open and 
then conquered him. How did Christ conquer 
sin? He took on Himself the nature of human- 
ity, He made Himself subject to the law, and 
kept it perfectly. As a sinless human being He 
voluntarily became our representative as sin- 
ners, and as our substitute, He received in 
His own body and soul the punishment due 
for our sins. Still acting as our representative, 
He rose from the dead to newness of life. He 
becomes our representative both in death and in 
life when we put our faith in Him. When we 
believe in Christ we have forgiveness of sins 
and newness of life. This is the only ground 
of real and lasting peace. 


Program Leader: 

The angels were not wrong. When Christ 
came, peace came. If we do not have peace 
in our lives and in our world, it is because we 
have not sought it or because we have not 
sought it from Him Who is alone able to give 
it to us. Peace is a gift. We cannot make it 
in our own strength. We must accept it with 
thanksgiving from the Prince of Peace. 


During this Christmas season let us ask our 
Lord and Saviour to give us His peace in in- 
creasing measure, and let us be seeking new ways 
of pointing a tension-tormented world to the 
One Who can give perfect peace. 
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December Is “My Family” Month! 


It began with the “Sugar Plum Tree.” I 
wanted to start a family tradition in addition 
to those our son and daughter grew up knowing, 
one which the grandchildren would associate 
with me in memory all their lives, one they 
might want to continue with their own children. 


So — the annual family gathering which I 
call “The Sugar Plum Tree” began when two 
grandchildren were three and four; two were 
one year old. It is held five to seven days be- 
fore Christmas to relieve some of the week- 
before-Christmas tension. 


An evergreen tree five feet tall is selected. 
lt may remain green or be sprayed white or 
pink. It has lights, “snowflakes” — but no 
Christmas ornaments. Confections in tiny, gaily 
wrapped boxes hang from the branches on nar- 
row pastel ribbons, individual pieces of candy 
and other sweetmeats are wrapped in sparkling 
cellophane of all colors and hang by bright 
ribbons laid across tree twigs for easy removal 
by small fingers. At the base of the tree is a 
favor for each child. The finished tree sparkles 
and twinkles, a delectable fairyland sugar plum 
tree. 


The families come to a simple buffet supper; 
no dessert — the sweets are on the Sugar Plum 
Tree. After supper, each child is given a bas- 
ket and starts picking sugar plums. Unnoticed 
by them, our son takes color transparencies 
which we treasure — and so will they. 


When each child has filled his basket, ex- 
amined and sampled everything, we find our- 
selves around the piano. Our daughter plays, 
the grandchildren gather round, the rest stand 
behind them and we sing. Hymns, carols — 
we call for more and more. 


The parents go home, the grandchildren stay 
overnight, an important part of the event. (The 
fourth year there were five boys, and one girl; 
— two three-year-olds, two four-year-olds, one 
seven, one eight. What an adventure that was!) 
After the children are in bed, stories are read; 
some for the older — some for the younger — 
and we enjoy them all. 


Next morning there is breakfast together, then 
games, and often each one makes something 
simple and useful to take to his mother. Before 
noon they are back in their own homes with 
enough sugar plums left in their baskets for 
several days and they know the Sugar Plum 
Tree will miraculously grow more for them to 
pluck during Christmas week. 
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The Sugar Plum Tree led me into “My 
Family” Month. No fanfare, no proclamation, 
just my own designation of a special month 
for setting aside all commitments to allow maxi- 
mum time for family companionship, for ap- 
preciating my family, its togetherness; a month 
whose days should be fitting in the month of 
joyous climax, the celebration of the birth of 
our Saviour. 

— (Mrs. Morrell) Lucille DeReign 
Caruthersville, Missouri 





The Strangest Thing 


Somehow God weaves the strangest things 
Into a pattern fair. 
He took an angel song, a star, 
A Hebrew peasant pair, 
Some shepherds on Judean hills, 
And unknown Wise Men three; 
A stable cold and dark and damp, 
A manger ’neath an inn— 
And now— 
A weary world kneels hopefully 
Before the Babe of Bethlehem 
—Author Unknown 





Women as Torchbearers 


“You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light 
a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. Think not that I have 
come to abolish the law and the prophets; 
I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. For truly I say to you, till heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will 
pass from the law until all is accomplished. Who- 
ever then relaxes one of the least of these com- 
mandments and teaches men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who 
does them and teaches them shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell 
you( unless your righteousness exceeds that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven.” 


FIRST VOICE: “LIGHT, the first creation 


of God!” 


SECOND VOICE: “Before the sun, before 
the heavens, thou wert © 

THIRD VOICE: 
splendent robe 

FOURTH VOICE: “LIGHT is the symbol 
of truth.” 


ALL VOICES: “You are the LIGHT of the 
world.” 


“LIGHT! Nature's re- 
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Leader: Walk boldly and wisely in the 
LIGHT thou hast; there is a hand above will 
help thee on. Walk in the LIGHT and thou 
Shalt see thy path, though thorny bright; 
for God, by Grace, shall dwell in thee, and God 
himself is LIGHT.” 
RESPONSIVE READING 

LEADER: “LIGHT is the shadow of God.” 

AUDIENCE: “Moral LIGHT is the radia- 
tion of the diviner glory.” 

LEADER & AUDIENCE: “The LIGHT of 
nature, the LIGHT of science, and the LIGHT 
of reason, are but as darkness, compared with 


the divine LIGHT which shines trom the word 
of God.” 


LEADER & AUDIENCE: “We should render 
thanks to God for having produced this tem- 
poral LIGHT, which is the smile of heaven and 
the joy of the world, spreading it like a cloth 
of gold over the face of the air and earth, and 
LIGHTING it as a TORCH, by which we may 
behold his works.” 


LET US PRAY! 





—By Mrs. W. L. Baine 


Church News 


Missionary News 





Nashville—Miss Florence Nickles of our Mexico 
Mission is scheduled to leave there November 19 
for a short furlough in the United States. 


Miss Nickles considers Due West, S. C., home. 
She received her education at the College for 
Women in Columbia, S. C., and at the Bible Teach- 
ers’ Training School in New York. 


Miss Nickles was first appointed to China where 
she served from 1915 to 1948. When she was 
unable to return to China, she was appointed to 
serve in the Mexico Mission. She went to Mexico 
in 1950. 


Upon her arrival in the United States, Miss 
Nickles will proceed to Greenville, S. C., via Miami, 
Florida. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Ernest Pettis, Jr., of our 
Korea Mission have announced the arrival of a 
daughter, Ada Ruth, in Chunju on October 26. 


Mr. and Mrs. Pettis and family are scheduled to 
arrive in San Francisco on Jan. 3 for furlough 
in the United States. 


Miss Louise Miller of our Korea Mission is 
scheduled to return to Korea on December 6, fol- 
lowing a six months furlough in this country. 


Miss Miller was born in Martin, Ga., but con- 
siders Hartwell, Ga., her home. She received her 
education at Chicora College, Peabody College, and 
Assembly’s Training Schoo]. She studied one fall 
at Columbia Seminary. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT 
SUGGESTION 
Wade Smith’s Books 
For The Young People 
The Little Jetts Bible $2.50 
The Little Jetts New Testament $2.50 

The Little Jetts Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress $2.50 


The Little Jetts Youth Talks __ $2.00 


Any One Of These For two New 
One-Year Subscriptions 
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THE TESTAMENT For FisHers Or MEN 


Price $3.25 Leather Binding — This vest 
pocket Testament has attained world-wide 
popularity as a personal worker’s handbook. 
Over 450,000 have been sold. 

The Journal offers it as a premium for two 
new one-year subscriptions. 7 


Any of the above five Wade Smith titles will ¢$ 


be etched and autographed on the flyleaf by 
the Author, if requested. 
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Send Orders For These—Or Any Other 
Books Published—To 7 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N.C. 
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Miss Sara Dixon of our Mexico Mission returned 
to Mexico on October 26 following her regular fur- 
lough in the United States. 


A native of Hendersonville, N. C., Miss Dixon 
attended Montreat College, Southeastern State Col- 
lege in Durant, Okla., and the General Assembly’s 
Training School. She is a member of the Presby- 
terian Church in North Wilkesboro, N. C. 


Miss Elizabeth Templeton of our Congo Mission 
is scheduled to sail on December 12, returning to 
Belgium following her furlough in the United 
States. 
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When serving in the field, Miss Templeton is 
medical technician, teacher of laboratory tech- 
niques, is station secretary, and short wave radio 
operator. 


Dr. and Mrs. William Rule of our Congo Mission 
announce the arrival of their son, John Heddon. 
born in Knoxville, Tenn., on October 30. 


The Rules have five other children, William, 14, 
Charlotte, 12, Elizabeth 10, Paul, 8, and Barbara, 3. 


Miss Nancy Boyd of our North Brazil Mission is 
scheduled to arrive in the United States on Decem- 
ber 13 for her regular furlough. 


Miss Gertrude Mason of our North Brazil Mission 
is scheduled to arrive in the United States on 
December 13 for her regular furlough. 


Miss Margaret Sells of our Taiwan Mission was 
scheduled to arrive in the United States about No- 
vember 28. She left the field on October 9, going 
via Hong Kong, Jerusalem, Cairo, etc., before com- 
ing on to this country. 





KWANGJU, Korea—Celebration of the 50th an- 
niversary of the organization of the First Presby- 
terian Church in the city of Kwangju was held 
October 23 in the sanctuary of Central Church, 
which afforded the largest seating capacity avail- 
able. 


The program was planned and carried out by a 
committee of Presbytery representing the thirteen 
Korean churches in the city and environs. The 
Moderator of Cholla Namdo Presbytery presided, 
and was assisted by other pastors. Guests of honor 
were missionaries resident in Kwangju, and the 
early Christians, included retired pastors, elders, 
Bible Women, deacons, and school teachers. Each 
guest was presented with a flower badge and a gift 
from the Women of the Church. The gifts were 
decorated, individually marked, and distributed by 
church kindergarteners. 


The music was presented by the combined choirs 
of the city churches. This service, which lasted 
three hours, was followed by a luncheon for the 
honor guests and the representatives of the Pres- 
bytery. 


Mrs. Jas. I. Paisley, of our Mission in Kwangju, 
reports that the evening was the high point of the 
day of celebration for the average Korean Chris- 
tian. All Christians in the city met at dusk on the 
ball field of Sung Il Boys’ High School for a wor- 
ship service, thanksgiving, and dedication. After 
the worship service, they marched in procession 
behind the Sung Il band, which played “Onward 
Christian Soldiers”. Each church group followed 
a lighted cross which bore the name of their church. 
Mrs. Paisley says there were 3,000 people in the 
march by count. “This city of 230,000 had never 
seen such a sight,” Mrs. Paisley said. Kwanjgu 
is the fifth largest city in the nation. 


On October 24, a city-wide athletic meet was held 
with teams from each church and Christian insti- 
tution participating. The athletic meets are at- 
tended by all the families and friends of partici- 
pants, so that the whole community was involved. 


According to Mrs. Paisley, when she and her 
husband, the late Rev. James I. Paisley first went 
out to Kwangju, the only organized church in the 
city of Kwangju, and the Central Church was an 
outpost, outside the North Gate of the city wall. 
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ALABAMA 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery—The 24th, 25th, and 26th 
of October were days in Tuscaloosa Presbytery 
when the majority of the Churches were well 
represented in attendance upon three highly im- 
portant Conferences which the Executive Secre- 
tary had scheduled in three strategic centers of the 
Presbytery. 


These Conferences were designed to set forth 
a challenge to the leaders of the channels in the 
Fields of Stewardship, Christian Education, and 
Evangelism. Dr. James M. Carr, the Secretary of 
our Town and Country Division of Church Ex- 
tension in our Assembly was with us for the three 
days, and brought addresses and Sound Movie 
Films to show how the total Program of the Church 
is co-ordinated in the life and work of the Church 
with special emphasis upon the Rural Churches 
and the Larger Parish Program. Dr. Sam B. Hay, 
President of Stillman College, brought such stir- 
ring messages upon Stewardship of life and pos- 
sessions as to leave an indelible impression upon 
the minds of all who attended. The Reverend Don 
O. McInnis, Regional Director of Christian Edu- 
cation for the Synod of Alabama, gave a pano- 
ramic view of the Services and Material available 
for the Program of Christian Education in the 
local church, and the challenge to the churches 
to develop such a Program of Christian Education 
as will use these Materials and Services. Mr. Frank 
Cochran, Jr., of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Selma, gave stirring addresses on the Primary 
Function of Christ’s Church, and that is “Evan- 
gelism”’. We were shown how Stewardship and 
Evangelism work in the closest type of union in 
the church, and we were also shown our failures, 
in both of these divisions in Tuscaloosa Presbytery. 


The Conference of October 24th was in the 
Hadden Church, the 25th in the Pisgah Church, 
and the one on the 26th in the Bethel No. 2 Church. 
We were served delicious suppers by the Host 
Churehes and the Fellowship was indeed most en- 
joyable. The Program lasted in each church from 
3:30 P.M. until 8:15 P.M. with supper served 
during the break between the Afternoon and Eve- 
ning Programs. We all look forward to similar 
Conferences to be held in our Presbytery next 
year with arrangements and details to be worked 
out through the Office of the Executive Secretary, 
The Reverend J. David Simpson of Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. 





Birmingham—Vine Street Presbyterian Church 
dedicated the new $90,000 educational building 
here November 18. The Rev. Archie C. Smith, 
assistant to the Stated Clerk of the General As- 
sembly, and former pastor of the Vine Street 
Church; the Rev. Glenn M. Willard, present min- 
ister of the Church; and Wilmot C. Douglas, archi- 
tect, assisted in setting the cornerstone of the 
building in place. 





FLORIDA 


Sarasota—The Whitfield Estates Presbyterian 
Church, thought to be the first in America planned 
and designed as a “drive-in” church, recently ac- 
quired 10 additional lots adjacent to its present 
property, and a corporation composed of certain 
members of the Church took title to 32 additional 


lots. 
It is the purpose of the corporation to hold their 


lots until the needs of the church for additional 
property can be determined. 
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The 10 lots immediately acquired by the church 
brings the total present property up to 42. When 
the new lots are cleared, a number of additional 
speakers will be added for worshippers who prefer 
to worship while seated in their cars. It is planned 
to provide a total capacity of 400 cars with in- 
dividual speakers, according to Dr. B. L. Bowman, 
pastor. There will be inside seating for 500 wor- 
shippers. 


The additional electronic equipment that will be 
used for the extra speakers and for the new church 
use has been purchased and is awaiting installation. 





GEORGIA 


Scottdale—Fifty five of the one hundred six 
wage earners of the Ingleside Presbyterian Church 
of this textile community, have pledged to tithe 
their income for 1957. In all ninety five wage 
earners made pledges representing sacrificial giv- 
ing, in this industrial congregation of two hundred 
and five members. 


Ingleside follows the plan of the pre-budget can- 
vass, and is at present exceeding its budget schedule 
1956, when, with forty two tithers, a budget for 
$19,600 was adopted. Over $1,000 per month has 
been put into the building program during 1956. 


In June of this year the congregation moved into 
its beautiful new church, including a sanctuary and 
educational plant, built at a cost of over $100,000. 
Such construction has been possible only because 
of the blessing of God and the sacrifices of the 
congregation. And although the congregation would 
be considered a poor one, her “poverty has abound- 
ed unto the riches of her liberality.” 


The testimony of Ingleside seems unique, and 
she would like to hear from other small churches 
who have similar blessings to report. The people 
of Ingleside are justifiably proud of their new 
church and their record of giving, wondering how 
many, if any, congregations record over half the 
wage earners as tithers. This is a real testimony 
of what the small church can do if all the people 
have “fa mind to work.’”’ That the congregation is 
proud does not mean that it takes credit for this 
wonderful blessing. All credit, it feels, and all 
glory, is to Him who promised to “open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 
This congregation merely took God at His Word, 
and God has proven Himself abundantly faithful. 


“To God be the glory—great things he hath done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;” 





Atlanta—Miss Marietta Yarnell, for the past six 
years the Assistant Secretary of Promotion for the 
Board of Church Extension here, has accepted a 
call to become Church Worker for the Brown 
Memorial and Tilford Presbyterian Churches in 
Leatherwood and Tilford, Ky. Her resignation from 
the Atlanta position will become effective Jan. 15. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—The Rev. Walter D. Langtry was 
named pastor of the newly organized Church of 
the Covenant here Sunday, November 18, when 
two Presbyterian churches merged. Merger was 
completed by a commission of the Presbytery of 
New Orleans. 


The joining of Prytania Street Presbyterian 
Church, and Napoleon Avenue Church, created a 
new church with a charter membership of 685, 
according to the clerks of the two merging churches. 
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Officers of the new church elected and installed 
at the organization meeting were: Mr. C. S. Potter, 
chairman of the board of deacons; Mr. George S. 
Dinwiddie, vice-chairman; William Maier, secre- 
tary; and Mr. Emile F. Jordy, treasurer. Elders 
and deacons of the merging churches were elected 
to similar offices in the new church during the 
meeting conducted by the commission with the Rev. 
David Shepperson, Jr., of Morgan City, Ia., as 
chairman. 





New Orleans—Westminster House, the new Pres- 
byterian student center at Tulane-Newcomb was 
formally dedicated November 18. 


Assisting in the dedicatory services were: The 
Rev. Alex W. Hunter, minister of First Presby- 
terian Church, chairman of the Louisiana Synod’s 
campus Christian life committee; Myron Turfitt, 
finance chairman, local committee on student work; 
Dr. John S. Land, minister of St. Charles Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, litanist; Dr. Ray Fortna, min- 
ister Carrollton Ave. Presbyterian Church; the Rev. 
Henry Moore, minister of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, (U.S.A.), invocator; Linda Smith, student 
president; Mrs. Vernon Applewhite, interim student 
worker; and Gladys S. Rogers, representing all 
Presbyterian, U.S.A., students. 


The student center was purchased from the 
Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana in July by the Synod 
of Louisiana. Recently the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., joined the synod in the student center 
effort. According to Mrs. Applewhite, there are 
about 400 Presbyterian students attending the two 
university schools. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Salisbury—The women of the church of Concord 
Presbytery, meeting in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Salisbury, November 15-16, celebrated 
their Fiftieth Anniversary. Mrs. E. Johnston Irvin, 
Concord, presided. The first meeting of the or- 
ganization was held fifty years ago in the same 
church. 


A highlight of the two-day meeting was the 
historical pageant, ‘““A Story To Tell.” Mrs. J. S. 
Evans, Jr., Statesville, is author of the pageant 
and directed it. 


Special addresses on Christian citizenship were 
given by Mrs. Lacy Godwin, of Fayetteville, Rev. 
Charles S. Sides, Jr., Harrisburg, and Mrs. R. A. 
Willis, Jr., Monroe, President of the Women of the 
Church of the Synod of North Carolina. 


A Life Membership pin was presented to Mrs. 
C. A. McGirt, Salisbury; for outstanding service 
to the church. The presentation was made by Mrs. 
H. Reid Newland, Salisbury. 


Mrs. Thompson B. Southall, Statesville, reported 
on the Presbytery’s project to send a Youth Cara- 
van from Concord Presbytery to visit Mexico 
Mission stations of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
this coming summer. She stated that the Execu- 
tive Board had approved sharing in the support of 
this venture. Offerings were received during the 
meeting for this purpose. 


A group of new officers was elected and installed 
by Mrs. A. R. Craig, Rutherfordton, Chairwoman 
of the Board of Women’s Work of the General 
Assembly, Presbyterian Church, U.S. General of- 
ficers of the Women of Concord Presbytery now 
are: Mrs. E. Johnston Irvin, Concord, President; 
Mrs. J. S. Evans, Jr., Statesville, Vice President; 
Mrs. George Willard, Salisbury, Treasurer; Miss 
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Ava Robinson, Hickory, Historian; Mrs. W. F. 
Price, Harrisburg, Recording Secretary; and Mrs. 
Ww. B. Thomson, Concord, Corresponding Secretary. 


All districts of the Presbytery were well repre- 
Some 600 women attended the meeting. 
Mrs. John L. Henderson and Dr. Sidney A. Gates, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Salisbury, 
welcomed the members. 





Charlotte Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, held first services in its new sanctuary, 
Sunday, November 18th. This is the first building 
the Westminster congregation ever had. 





The group severed its relationship with the First 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, 
in 1952, and a few weeks later Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery of Presbyterian Church, U.S., took the 
church into that presbytery, and the following 
year the congregation called the Rev. Howard 
Chadwick, then pastor of Fairview Moravian 
Church in Winston-Salem, as pastor of the new 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. 


On November 18 at the first service in the new 
sanctuary, Paul R. Younts, chairman of the build- 
ing committee, presented the keys of the building 
to W. Hill Smith, chairman of the diaconate, who 
in turn gave them to Mr. Chadwick. 


Nowhere in the new sanctuary, except for the 
light eyelets, is there a curve in the architectural 
lines. The ceiling is 40 feet high, with narrow, 
clear-paned windows on either side and mahogany 
paneling at the rear of the chancel, centered with 
a dark red drape on which is a silver cross. 





Red Springs—Flora Macdonald College observed 
its 61st Homecoming Day on November 17, when 
Dr. Dera Dry Parkinson, distinguished alumna of 
Flora Macdonald spoke. Others taking part in the 
observance were Dr. Robert Hall, Red Springs, and 
a Marshall Scott Woodson, president of the 
couege. 


Raleigh—Ground was broken on November 18 
for Wendell Presbyterian Church, launching a long 
range building program. The first of three pro- 
posed units will be used for church and Sunday 
School. The second unit to be built will have 
Sunday School classrooms, a church parlor, and 
the pastor’s study. The third unit to be constructed 
will be the sanctuary and it will be of Georgian 
architecture. 


Representing the congregation-at-large at ground- 
breaking services was James Raybon; William 
Thornton represented the Session; Ray Wicker, 
the Board of Deacons; Mrs. J. D. Mullen, the 
Women of the Church; George Vaughan, the 
Building Committee; William Hester, the builders; 
Misses Fay Roper and Garwood Monk, the Sunday 
School; Charles Bishop Pysher rerpesenting the 
Senior High Fellowship; and the Rev. Scott M. 
Poole, pastor. 


All services of the church are temporarily being 
held in Wendell Woman’s Club. 





Davidson—Davidson College students have voted 
unanimously to adopt a Hungarian family for their 
1956 Christmas Fund Project. 

The program is aimed at bringing the family to 
the Davidson Community where they would be 
given security, a home and friends. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. S. degrees. Graduates transfer to best 
colleges as juniors. Professor each ten stu- 
dents. Personal attention. Scientific tests and 
guidance. Athletics. Liberal arts. 
Preparatory grades 11 and 12. Member So. 
Assn. Colleges and Secondary Schools, Summer School, 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 

















SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia—Two additional persons have joined 
the staff of Shandon Presbyterian Church. Miss 
Sara MeNeill, coming from Reidsville, N. C., has 


joined the staff as director of Christian Education 


and Frank D. Needham, Columbia, becomes the 
church’s business manager. Mr. Needham retired 
last summer after 31 years as manager of the 


J. C. Penney Company department store in Colum- 


bia. The new business administrator will serve 
without compensation. He has already served the 
church as director of its recent Every Member 
Canvass. Mr. Needham has been a member of 
Shandon Church since 1925 and served as chair- 
man of the building committee for the recently 
completed educational building of the church. 
Shandon now has plans to enlarge its sanctuary. 





Union—Members and friends of the McCutchen 
Memorial Presbyterian Church have hearts full of 
Thanksgiving to God for the Spiritual Blessings 
poured out upon them. Special Revival and Evan- 
gelistic Services were held beginning on Wednes- 
day, October 31 with Evangelist Charles W. Solo- 
mon bringing an inspirational message to the 75 
or 80 gathered for the mid-week prayer meeting. 
Thursday and Friday nights following supper 
served by the Women of the Church, a visitation 
program was held conducted by the pastor, The 
Rev. Robert G. Balnicky and Mr. Solomon. More 
than 30 people came out each evening to go visit- 
ing, many of these for the first time ever to try 
this type of Evangelism. Each of these teams re- 
turned with glowing reports of first time decisions 
and many encouraging promises from others to 
attend the services and to give serious considera- 
tion to the matter of making a decision for Christ. 


A special emphasis for the children and youth 
was the use of visual aids. The peak attendance 
of youth under 21 was 114. 


A special reconsecration service was held on 
Thursday night, at which time many came forward 
to reconsecrate their lives to the Lord and to pray 
for someone who was lost. Nineteen came on pro- 
fession of their faith in Christ and twenty one 
came forward to rededicate their lives to the Lord 
and renew their vows to Him. 





TEXAS 


Houston—Construction on the Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church is expected to be completed here 
by February 1. The church was originally at a 
different location where it was established before 
1900. 


The new structure, first of a planned church 
plant, contains a fellowship hall, five classrooms, 
two offices and a kitchen. It will be of brick ex- 
terior, and is expected to be valued at about 
$68,000, according to the Rev. Robert M. McLaren, 
pastor of the church. 
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Resolutions Regarding 
Katherine Christine Recknagel 


WHEREAS, on the 10th day day of October, 
1956, God, in His infinite wisdom and love, called 
to her eternal home, our beloved member and 
co-worker, Miss Katherine Christine Recknagel; 
and 


WHEREAS, the Women of the Church of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Marshall, Texas, feel 
deeply the loss of a loyal and devoted member, 
whose memory they cherish and whose life shall 
ever be an inpsiration; and 


WHEREAS, her gracious personality endeared 
her to all with whom she was associated, while her 
fidelity to her Lord and to her church, was the 
outstanding quality of a rich and beautiful char- 
acter; 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the 
Women of the Church, express sincere gratitude 
to God for the years she lived and worked so faith- 
fully among us; that we bow in humble submission 
to His Will, remembering, that we “sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.” 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
these resolutions be placed upon the minutes of the 
Women of the Church and a copy be presented to 
the members of her family, and copies be sent to 
“The Christian Observer” and to “The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal.” 


Signed: 
Mrs. C. B. Scheer, Chairman 
Mrs. Raymond Blalock 
Resolutions Committee, 
The Women of the Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Marshall, Texas 





Sandlick Chapel 


The first Presbyterian place of worship in 
Dickenson County of Southwest Virginia was 
Sandlick Chapel. The past and present story 
of this chapel should be inspiring to all who 
are interested in the spread of the Gospel “in 
the regions beyond.” 


When, in 1930, the Rev. T. K. Mowbray, 
Presbyterial Evangelist, organized a church in 
this hitherto unevangelized section of Dicken- 
son County, the Great Depression was at its 
worst. With no financial backing, the build- 
ing of a church on a field where most of the 
citizens were either indifferent or hostile 
toward any “furrin” religious denomination, 
seemed an impossible task. However, the Rev. 
Mr. Mowbray and his summer helper, Mr. H. 
Hoover Bear, a Union Seminary student, 
pooled their own slender resources and pur- 
chased an old office building in the deserted 
mining town of Drill, which was some forty 
miles from Sandlick where the new church was 
to be located. 


With local help they tore the building down, 
transported it to Sandlick, and by means of a 
community “church raising” reconstructed it in 
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its original form. Dedicated 4s Sandlick Pres. 
byterian Chapel, this cradle of Presbyterianism 
in Dickenson County has served the community 
for a quarter of a century. 














With the passing of the years the Presbyterian 
work became centered in the nearby town of 
Haysi. The Sandlick community grew from a 
few homes into a fair-sized village which, with 
present industrial developments, bids fair to 
become the residential center of the section, but 
the chapel did not prosper. On the contrary, 
it seemed at times as if it would have to be 
abandoned. 
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Recently, however, as the result of much 
prayer, and under the leadership of Mr. C. C 
Belcher, an elder, and his wife, there has been 
an amazing revival of interest in the Presby- 
terian work among the residents of the Sand- 
lick community. Inactive members have been 
reclaimed, and within the past month fow 
adults have been received into the church. 
Three of the latter were young married men. 
Attendance has increased until the chapel is 
well filled for almost every service. The Sun- 
day School has about fifty on roll, and others 
could be added it space could be found for 
them. 






















The fine spirit which the people are show- 
ing toward the work is most inspiring. They 
are eager to build a church which would meet 
the needs of the growing community. The 
have planned such a building which would be 
of cinder block, and would consist of a sanctuary 
and five Sunday School rooms with running 
water and central heat. The total cost would 
be about $10,000. 















































So earnest are these people in their desire 
for a church that they have donated their own 
labor to clear the ground and dig the basement 
for the new building. Having no building fund, 
they are borrowing money on their personal 
note to get the work under way. Their en- 
thusiasm is gratifying, but they badly need 
financial Most of them are small 
property owners who work at various occupa- 
tions for a living. 



















assistance. 







Here is a splendid opportunity to invest in 
a home mission project which will pay off in 
souls saved and lives transformed, and perhaps, 
in God’s own time, a self-supporting Presby- 
terian church. Anyone who is interested in this 
work may have further information by writing 
the pastor of Dickenson First Church, Rev. 
E. H. Anderson, Box 142, Haysi, Virginia. 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION DEFENDED! 
Edward F. Hills, Th.D. The Christian Research 
Press. $1.50. 


Dr. Hills is a distinguished New Testament 
scholar. He is a graduate of Yale, Westminster, 
Columbia Seminary, and received his doctor’s de- 
gree at Harvard University. He has also pursued 
graduate studies at the University of Chicago. For 
some years he has specialized in New Testament 
Textual Criticism. The subject of his dissertation 
was in this field. It is obvious, therefore, that Dr. 
Hills is entitled to a hearing because of his wide 
scholarship. 





i 





The first portion of this volume discusses the 
relationship between textual criticism and the 
Christian faith. In defining the purpose of textual 
criticism, he uses this illustration. “The original 
manuscripts of these ancient works have long since 
been lost and they have come down to us only in 
copies, and copies of copies, which were produced 
by the pens of scribes during the progress of the 
intervening ages. And just as cargoes of mer- 
chandise are likely to incur damage whenever they 
are transported from one vessel to another, so the 
copying and recopying of manuscripts has resulted 
in some damage to their cargoes of words which 
are commonly called their texts. Textual criticism, 
therefore, is the attempt to estimate this damage 
and, if possible, to repair it.” 


Dr. Hills emphasizes the importance of the doc- 
trine of divine inspiration. He also points out that 
if the doctrine of divine inspiration of the Old and 
New Testaments is a true doctrine, the doctrine 
of the Providential preservation of these Scrip- 
tures must also be a true doctrine. It must be 
that down through the centuries God has exercised 
a special providential control over the copying of 
the Scriptures and the preservation and use of 
the copies so that trustworthy representatives of 
the original text have been available to God’s peo- 
ple in every age. He holds that God must have 
done this for if He gave the Scriptures to the 
church by inspiration as the perfect and final 
revelation of His will, then it is obvious that He 
would not have allowed this revelation to disap- 
pear or undergo any alteration of its fundamental 
character. 


He insists that the doctrine of Providential pres- 
ervation of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 
have been held by all branches of the Christian 
church as a necessary consequence of the divine 
inspiration of these Scriptures. He says, “The 
original New Testament manuscripts were written 
under special conditions under the inspiration of 
God and the copies were made and preserved un- 
der special conditions under the singular care and 
providence of God.” 


When Christians ask how we can know that the 
New Testament text is infallible, the author holds 
that there is only one way in which we can know 
this and that is by faith. This being true, then 
Christians must develop a New Testament textual 
criticism which is in accord with this faith. In 
this field of New Testament Textual Criticism as 
in every other field, Christians must make a clean 
break with naturalism and found their thinking 
squarely on the revealed truth of God. 
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It will be of interest to our readers to find that 
the author intelligently defends such disputed pas- 
sages of the New Testament as John 7:53 - 8:11, 
Matthew 6:13, and the last 12 verses of Mark. He 
tells us that the modern critical attack upon the 
last 12 verses of Mark must be judged as uncon- 
vincing for 3 reasons: 


1. No satisfactory theory has been advanced as 
to how Mark’s gospel could have ended at 16:8. 


2. No objection has been raised against Mark 
16:9-20 which cannot be readily answered. 


3. Thus there is no counter-consideration which 
can avail to set aside the tremendously weighty 
evidence in favor of this concluding section of 
Mark. The evidence of almost all the Greek manu- 
scripts and of 4 church fathers of the 2nd century. 


Although this book is dedicated to the defense 
of the King James version, only a few pages are 
specifically devoted to this old English translation. 
The endeavor, however, has been to defend the 
text of the King James version, not its literary 
quality which needs no defense, or the accuracy 
of its English renderings. 


The author shows how this version ought to 
occupy the paramount place in a consistently Chris- 
tian system of thought. The author prefers the 
King James version to its modern rivals, not pri- 
marily because of its marvelous literary quality, 
but mainly because it is a faithful translation into 
English of this same text. Thus the Christian who 
rejects the King James version and adopts one of 
its modern rivals, by this very action, the author 
says, places himself on the high road to liberal- 
ism. For along with the King James version he 
has rejected the only concept of Providential pres- 
ervation of Scripture which gives him any assur- 
ance that a pure New Testament text has been 
preserved down through the ages and is obtainable 
today. 


The author would not hold that minor improve- 
ments cannot be made in the venerable transla- 
tion. He concedes that certain obsolete expres- 
sions may be modernized but these changes must 
be kept down to a minimum and introduced with 
great care in order that the matchless beauty of 
this great piece of classic English prose may in 
no wise be impaired. 


This book is of exceptional merit. It contains 
the very finest of New Testament scholarship and 
yet each of the six chapters are lucid and easy to 
understand. We strongly recommend this volume 
to our readers and feel sure that no one will be 
disappointed. It should be of priceless value to 
theological students and young ministers. J.R.R. 





PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 1957. Wil- 
bur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde. $2.75. 


i 

This is the 83rd annual volume of this popular 
commentary. It is the 23rd time that Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith has edited it. The same high standards 
of the past are maintained in this current volume. 
Teachers who use the International Bible lessons 
will continue to find this commentary for Christian 
teaching one of the very best. This work is true to 
the supernatural elements of the Bible and is sug- 
gestive to the teacher who desires to make the class 
interesting and profitable. 
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Resolutions Regarding 
Katherine Christine Recknagel 


WHERBAS, on the 10th day day of October, 
1956, God, in His infinite wisdom and love, called 


to her eternal home, our beloved member and 
co-worker, Miss Katherine Christine Recknagel; 
and 


WHEREAS, the Women of the Church of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Marshall, Texas, feel 
deeply the loss of a loyal and devoted member, 
whose memory they cherish and whose life shall 
ever be an inpsiration; and 


WHEREAS, her gracious personality endeared 
her to all with whom she was associated, while her 
fidelity to her Lord and to her church, was the 
outstanding quality of a rich and beautiful char- 
acter; 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the 
Women of the Church, express sincere gratitude 
to God for the years she lived and worked so faith- 
fully among us; that we bow in humble submission 
to His Will, remembering, that we “sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.” 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
these resolutions be placed upon the minutes of the 
Women of the Church and a copy be presented to 
the members of her family, and copies be sent to 
“The Christian Observer” and to “The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal.” 


Signed: 
Mrs. C. B. Scheer, Chairman 
Mrs. Raymond Blalock 
Resolutions Committee, 
The Women of the Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Marshall, Texas 





Sandlick Chapel 


The first Presbyterian place of worship in 
Dickenson County of Southwest Virginia was 
Sandlick Chapel. The past and present story 
of this chapel should be inspiring to all who 
are interested in the spread of the Gospel “in 
the regions beyond.” 


When, in 1930, the Rev. T. K. Mowbray, 
Presbyterial Evangelist, organized a church in 
this hitherto unevangelized section of Dicken- 
son County, the Great Depression was at its 
worst. With no financial backing, the build- 
ing of a church on a field where most of the 
citizens were either indifferent or hostile 
toward any “furrin” religious denomination, 
seemed an impossible task. However, the Rev. 
Mr. Mowbray and his summer helper, Mr. H. 
Hoover Bear, a Union Seminary student, 
pooled their own slender resources and pur- 
chased an old office building in the deserted 
mining town of Drill, which was some forty 
miles from Sandlick where the new church was 
to be located. 


With local help they tore the building down, 
transported it to Sandlick, and by means of a 
community “church raising” reconstructed it in 
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its original form. Dedicated as Sandlick Pres. 
byterian Chapel, this cradle of Presbyterianism 
in Dickenson County has served the community 
for a quarter of a century. 


With the passing of the years the Presbyterian 
work became centered in the nearby town of 
Havsi. The Sandlick community grew from a 
few homes into a fair-sized village which, with 
present industrial developments, bids fair to 
become the residential center of the section, but 
the chapel did not prosper. On the contrary, 


it seemed at times as if it would have to be 
abandoned. 
Recently, however, as the result of much 


prayer, and under the leadership of Mr. C. C 
Belcher, an elder, and his wife, there has been 
an amazing revival of interest in the Presb: 
terian work among the residents of the Sand- 
lick community. Inactive members have been 
reclaimed, and within the past month fow 
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adults have been received into the church. 
Three of the latter were young married men. 
Attendance has increased until the chapel is 
well filled for almost every service. The Sun- 
day School has about fifty on roll, and others 
could be added if space could be found for 
them. 


The fine spirit which the people are show- 
ing toward the work is most inspiring. The 
are eager to build a church which would meet 
the needs of the growing community. The 
have planned such a building which would be 
of cinder block, and would consist of a sanctuary 
and five Sunday School rooms with running 
water and central heat. The total cost would 
be about $10,000. 


So earnest are these people in their desire 
for a church that thev have donated their own 
labor to clear the ground and dig the basement 
for the new building. Having no building fund, 
they are borrowing money on their personal 
note to get the work under way. Their en- 
thusiasm is gratifying, but they badly need 
financial assistance. Most of them are small 
property owners who work at various occupa: 
tions for a living. 


Here is a splendid opportunity to invest in 
a home mission project which will pay off in 
souls saved and lives transformed, and perhaps, 
in God's own time, a self-supporting Presby- 
terian church. Anyone who is interested in this 
work may have further information by writing 
the pastor of Dickenson First Church, Rev. 
E. H. Anderson, Box 142, Haysi, Virginia. 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION DEFENDED! 
Edward F. Hills, Th.D. The Christian Research 
Press. $1.50. 


Dr. Hills is a distinguished New Testament 
scholar. He is a graduate of Yale, Westminster, 
Columbia Seminary, and received his doctor’s de- 
gree at Harvard University. He has also pursued 
graduate studies at the University of Chicago. For 
some years he has specialized in New Testament 
Textual Criticism. The subject of his dissertation 
was in this field. It is obvious, therefore, that Dr. 
Hills is entitled to a hearing because of his wide 
scholarship. 





The first portion of this volume discusses the 
relationship between textual criticism and the 
Christian faith. In defining the purpose of textual 
criticism, he uses this illustration. “The original 
manuscripts of these ancient works have long since 
been lost and they have come down to us only in 
copies, and copies of copies, which were produced 
by the pens of scribes during the progress of the 
intervening ages. And just as cargoes of mer- 
chandise are likely to incur damage whenever they 
are transported from one vessel to another, so the 
copying and recopying of manuscripts has resulted 
in some damage to their cargoes of words which 
are commonly called their texts. Textual criticism, 
therefore, is the attempt to estimate this damage 
and, if possible, to repair it.” 


Dr. Hills emphasizes the importance of the doc- 
trine of divine inspiration. He also points out that 
if the doctrine of divine inspiration of the Old and 
New Testaments is a true doctrine, the doctrine 
of the Providential preservation of these Scrip- 
tures must also be a true doctrine. It must be 
that down through the centuries God has exercised 
a special providential control over the copying of 
the Scriptures and the preservation and use of 
the copies so that trustworthy representatives of 
the original text have been available to God’s peo- 
ple in every age. He holds that God must have 
done this for if He gave the Scriptures to the 
church by inspiration as the perfect and final 
revelation of His will, then it is obvious that He 
would not have allowed this revelation to disap- 
pear or undergo any alteration of its fundamental 
character. 


He insists that the doctrine of Providential pres- 
ervation of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 
have been held by all branches of the Christian 
church as a necessary consequence of the divine 
inspiration of these Scriptures. He says, “The 
original New Testament manuscripts were written 
under special conditions under the inspiration of 
God and the copies were made and preserved un- 
der special conditions under the singular care and 
providence of God.” 


When Christians ask how we can know that the 
New Testament text is infallible, the author holds 
that there is only one way in which we can know 
this and that is by faith. This being true, then 
Christians must develop a New Testament textual 
criticism which is in accord with this faith. In 
this field of New Testament Textual Criticism as 
in every other field, Christians must make a clean 
break with naturalism and found their thinking 
squarely on the revealed truth of God 
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It will be of interest to our readers to find that 
the author intelligently defends such disputed pas- 
sages of the New Testament as John 7:53 - 8:11, 
Matthew 6:13, and the last 12 verses of Mark. He 
tells us that the modern critical attack upon the 
last 12 verses of Mark must be judged as uncon- 
vincing for 3 reasons: 


1. No satisfactory theory has been advanced as 
to how Mark’s gospel could have ended at 16:8. 


2. No objection has been raised against Mark 
16:9-20 which cannot be readily answered. 


3. Thus there is no counter-consideration which 
can avail to set aside the tremendously weighty 
evidence in favor of this concluding section of 
Mark. The evidence of almost all the Greek manu- 
scripts and of 4 church fathers of the 2nd century. 


Although this book is dedicated to the defense 
of the King James version, only a few pages are 
specifically devoted to this old English translation. 
The endeavor, however, has been to defend the 
text of the King James version, not its literary 
quality which needs no defense, or the accuracy 
of its English renderings. 


The author shows how this version ought to 
occupy the paramount place in a consistently Chris- 
tian system of thought. The author prefers the 
King James version to its modern rivals, not pri- 
marily because of its marvelous literary quality, 
but mainly because it is a faithful translation into 
English of this same text. Thus the Christian who 
rejects the King James version and adopts one of 
its modern rivals, by this very action, the author 
says, places himself on the high road to liberal- 
ism. For along with the King James version he 
has rejected the only concept of Providential pres- 
ervation of Scripture which gives him any assur- 
ance that a pure New Testament text has been 
preserved down through the ages and is obtainable 
today. 


The author would not hold that minor improve- 
ments cannot be made in the venerable transla- 
tion. He concedes that certain obsolete expres- 
sions may be modernized but these changes must 
be kept down to a minimum and introduced with 
great care in order that the matchless beauty of 
this great piece of classic English prose may in 
no wise be impaired. 


This book is of exceptional merit. It contains 
the very finest of New Testament scholarship and 
yet each of the six chapters are lucid and easy to 
understand. We strongly recommend this volume 
to our readers and feel sure that no one will be 
disappointed. It should be of priceless value to 
theological students and young ministers. J.R.R. 





PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 1957. 
bur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde. $2.75. 


This is the 83rd annual volume of this popular 
commentary. It is the 23rd time that Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith has edited it. The same high standards 
of the past are maintained in this current volume. 
Teachers who use the International Bible lessons 
will continue to find this commentary for Christian 
teaching one of the very best. This work is true to 
the supernatural elements of the Bible and is sug- 
gestive to the teacher who desires to make the class 
interesting and profitable. 


Wil- 
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Gre OF BO UP. ww 8 8 
though living costs, did. 


This is not a facetious remark. There are 
many widows, and elderly retired ministers 
whose incomes have been fixed for years. But— 
while any income they may have has remained 
stationary, living costs have soared. They are 
trying to live, today, on financial plans made 
yesterday. ... Plans which now are thoroughly 
impractical. Many are in need of just the bare 
necessities. 


YOUR GIFT 


to 
MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


at the Joy Gift Season 
can make the difference 
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